
Producing the eBook 

Disclaimer 

 
This is the vital step in building your eBook. 
 
Before we continue, I want to make one thing clear. All the software I am about to 
mention is used by agreement between yourself and the provider of it, and it is a 
business arrangement between you and the provider and you should purchase your own 
licensed software. The links are placed here for your convenience only, so that you can 
get hold of the necessary resources fast and simple.  
 
You can, of course, just publish your documents as they are. But that makes it easy for 
others to copy and change it. In addition the files can be huge. Another big problem is 
the editor of your choice itself. Not everyone has it, and there may be version problems 
too. In view of these drawbacks we will not explore that option further.  

Why not use the .EXE format 

 
At first, I believed that I needed to use special eBook software (SW) to produce eBooks, 
so I invested 30 USD in an eBook compiler program. It produces very nice eBooks with 
lots of possibilities, and I would have loved to use it as my standard. Unfortunately, it has 
two disadvantages:  
 
The size of the eBook grows large; more than 1 Mb compared to PDF at 300 Kb, and; 
the output is an EXE file. That makes it a risky object. When you start an exe file, it is a 
computer program. In these times of viruses, you really have to trust the sender of an 
exe file in order to run it. Your readers will probably trust you, to some degree, but will 
they trust you to the extent of executing your exe file? It is a HUGE potential 
showstopper for you. 
 
In my experience, and for what I’ve observed on the Internet the last year only, more 
and more people are recognizing this, and hence, .exe eBooks are going out of 
production: The PDF format will outlive it. Please do use this information to your 
advantage. 
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Why use the .PDF format 

 
So I have decided, also after some advice from others, that I want to wrap the eBook 
into a popular format, and the PDF format can be read by everyone with a PDF reader, 
such as Acrobat Reader. It is free SW, and you get it here: 
 
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 
 
Another BIG advantage of using the PDF format, is that it can be read on all operating 
systems (Windows, MacOS, Unix, Linux…) 
 
Another, HUGE, HUGE benefit: It is STATIC, which means, it does not harm your 
computer. It cannot harm any computer, actually. Any customer will appreciate that. 
 
But, first YOU must be able to convert your master document into PDF! 
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